and their therapeutic use in psychiatric disorder. This work is highly contro versial and the results contradictory.
for subsequent injections.
He says : â€˜¿ â€˜¿ Later, following representations by the manufacturers, this was extended to twelve. â€˜¿ â€˜¿ He also comments on the suggestibility of some of his patients and the high spontaneous remission rate which make assessment of the efficacy of therapy peculiarly difficult. As far as can be seen from his paper, the assessments were made entirely impres sionistically. Our preliminary trials, confirmed by our further experience with this drug, indicated (in complete harmony with Harris's opinion) that the drug is â€˜¿ â€˜¿ safe, easy to administer, and quite free from toxic effects in the doses recommended. â€˜¿ â€˜¿ W@ felt, therefore, that a further experimental trial was indicated.
Nine patients were selected for treatment in order to obtain a sample comparable in size to Harris's series. A control group of six patients was also chosen, to exclude the effects of suggestibility. In order to exclude day to-day fluctuations in mood and to nullify the spontaneous remission rate, chronic patients were chosen.
Methodâ€"Each treatment case received four times thrice weekly intravenous injections, twelve in all, of 5 c.c. â€oe¿ Psychil â€oe¿ (2 c.c. for the first injection), corresponding to O25 gIn. per 5 c.c. The control patients were given an intra venous injection of 5 cc. of 5 per cent. glucose solution during the same session as the treatment cases and with the same amount of care and interest.
To exclude entirely subjective assessment, a small battery of tests was applied before, during and after treatment.
All our fifteen patients showed depression, a measure of retardation and apathy, and included paraphrenias with these symptoms.
It was originally planned to investigate 12 patients to be treated with â€oe¿ Psychilâ€• and 12 controls, but only 15 patients are entered into our account.
The rest had to be discontinued before finishing their course of injections owing to intercurrent disease and clinical deterioration which made the administration of E.C.T. a necessity. . Ditto
All patients were tested on 3 occasions : first, on the day before the first injection ; second, a fortnight later, when half-way through the course of 12 injections ; third, io days after the last injection. [July
The tests were so selected as to be simple and speedy, in view of the patients' mental state: Patients were instructed not to use sentences, etc. 3. â€˜¿ â€˜¿ Object memory â€˜¿ â€˜¿ was assessed by the number of objects remembered out of 15 small common objects after viewing them for 4 minute.
4. Digit span score : number of digits correctly repeated, two trials being given for each span.
5. The Bender Gestalt test, scored according to Pascal and Suttell (i@5i)@ The score purports, according to these authors, to correlate with the likelihood of the testee being a psychiatric patient.
Raw scores are given for all tests. It is not intended to undertake a discussion of the validity, reliability and rationale of the employed tests, as this would go far beyond the scope of the present paper.
But it may be said that Practice effects, which would probably be slight, have been disregarded. At any rate, they may be presumed not to differ greatly in the two groups.
The number of the patients assessed has been too small for formal statistical treatment, but the results (Table I) will be given and discussed. 
Speed of Decision Test.
In Treatment Group, in 5 out of 9 cases the time taken was greater in the II column than the I column, and in 3 cases greater in III than in I. Mistakes made decreased significantly in 2, but increased in i case.
In Control Group, time taken almost uniformly decreased.
Mistakes cannot be called significant, owing to the very small number made.
Results obtained from â€˜¿ â€˜¿ Psychil â€˜¿ â€˜¿ treatment can certainly not be considered better than those from Glucose injections, but rather the contrary.
Fluency Test.
Whilst there is a slight average increase in the control group the increase in the treatment group is less.
Object Memory Test. .
In 7 out of 9 cases there is an increase in score in the treatment group, but also in all control cases there is a very similar increase.
We are dealing here probably with a practice effect of very similar size in both groups, although there is a slight additional gain in favour of the treatment group.
Digits.
In 6 out of nine cases of the treatment group there is a slight increase in digit span, while there is only an increase in 2 of 6 control cases. There is an average increase of one digit in the treatment group of II over I, but iiil in the control, which is maintained afterwards in III, while the control stay on the same level.
Bender Gestalt Test.
6. out of 9 cases show a slight decrease of the III score as compared with the I score, but also 3 out of the 6 controls show the decrease and, at that, to a much more considerable extent. 5 out of 6 controls show a decreased score in II as compared with I, whilst only 4 of the 9 treatment cases do simi larly. The first patient refused to co-operate suitably and had to be left out 
